
2.6  Using the Denali Home Page 
 

The Denali Home Page is the first working page a user will encounter after 
initial log-in. There are many useful features on the home page for system 
administrators as well as individual users. Some Admin type features, 
however, will only be displayed for Administrator level users.  It is important 
to note that the default layout shown below is only one of hundreds of 

possible configurations you can create for your home page.  Weôll cover creating 
custom styles later in this section, but for now weôll focus on the default ñout-of-the-boxò 
homepage design.  
 

 
 

 

1. Top Banner -  choose your own Site Title and 
Logo/Images using the Denali Configuration Panel. You can also upload a 
custom image for your Banner. 
 

2. Homepage Top TabStrip -   provides one 
click access to previously saved ñTabò designs or special Denali pages. The 
Denali Homepage is considered the ñbaseò or "top" page ï but Administrators can 
add new portal ñTabsò to the TabStrip for additional communication needs.  The 
TabStrip can be turned off using the Configuration Panel. 

 

3. Add Applet Button -  allows Administrators to add new Applets to the 
various homepage and portal layouts.  The Add Applet Button is displayed only to 
Admin level users. 

 
4. Homepage Top Toolbar ï a collection of useful tools for quick access ï the 

default content of the toolbar will be different for Admin and Non-Admin users.   
 

 
 



Toolbar menu items can be edited by accessing the 2 XML files located as shown 
below: 
 

Admin User Toolbar:    Storage/Templates/hptoolbar.xml 
 

Non-Admin User Toolbar:    Storage/Templates/hptoolbar2.xml 

 

 
5) Homepage Sidebar Menu -   on the left hand side of the page, users can access the 
main Sidebar menu as a ñslide-outò panel by placing the mouse over the vertical 

Menubar tab. Users can also ñdockò the Sidebar menu by 
clicking the small red pin icon. About 25 groupware application 
modules are listed on the Sidebar. These modules are really the 
heart of the Denali program, and are mainly focused on Group or 
Company-wide information sharing and collaboration.  The 
Sidebar menu items can be edited, hidden, removed, or replaced 

with new items using the Edit link icon   at the top of the 
Sidebar as shown below.  The Menubar can also be either turned 
off completely or permanently ñdockedò using the Homepage 
Customization Panel. 
 
 
 

 
Docking the Menubar - as mentioned above, users can ñdockò the menubar by clicking 
the small red pin icon at the top of the slide-out panel.  Administrators can also set the 
docking feature to permanent docking by editing the Sidebar Menu Docked ? item in 
the Homepage Customization Panel as shown below. 
 

 
 
Editing the Menubar   - Menubar menu items can be edited, hidden, removed, or 

replaced with new items clicking the Edit link icon   at the top of the Menubar. 
 

 
 
 
 



You can also add custom links to 3rd party applications or any valid URL on your 
system.   
 
The Denali sidebar menu can be displayed in 4 ñstylesò ï as displayed below.  The 
sidebar menu can even be removed completely if desired by selecting the No Menu 
option.  The choice of Menu style is made on the Denali Configuration Panel as shown 
below. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

6) Applet Windows ï for your 
Denali homepage (and portal) 
designs, you can select and size up 
to 9 application windows (applets).  
Selections are ñglobalò in that the 
Denali Administrator would select 
the homepage configuration for all 
Denali users. This is done to assure 
all Denali users share a consistent 
communications environment when 
logging onto the system. 
 

The specific contents of each applet window can be configured by clicking the small  
Select Applet Content icon on the upper right hand corner of the applet.   
 

 
 

Clicking any of the   buttons brings up the Applet Content Editor as shown below. 
 
 



 
 

 
The Administrator has 5 choices for selecting the ñcontentò on the Applet window: 
1) The Administrator can select the Applet content by clicking on the Applet List tab: 

 
 
A drop-down list allows the Admin to select from nearly 50 pre-designed Denali applets. 

 
2) The Enter URL tab: 
 

 
 



Since each applet window is really an HTML ñInline frameò ï users can also enter any 
valid URL into the URL field.  If our Denali application has access to the internet for 
instance we could type http://www.dcasoft.com into the URL field and view the DCASoft 
homepage from within a Denali applet. 
 
3) The Text-Editor tab: 
 

 
 
A rich-text editor allows users to enter custom text, images, or links as the Applet 
content. 
 
 
4) The Select a File tab: 
 

 
 

Users can click the Select a File tab to bring up a pop-up file selector to select any 
Denali file in the File Manager for display in the Applet. 
 
 
5) Finally ï the Administrator can click on the New Gadget tab:  
 

http://www.dcasoft.com/


 
 
Using this tab ï users can select cut-and-paste ñgadgetò or ñwidgetò code from hundreds 
of choices offered on the Internet ï like Google Gadgets for instance. 
 
 
Selecting a new Applet Layout 
 
To select an entirely new homepage layout ï the Administrator can select the Portals > 
Portal Layout Design at the top of the Denali Homepage (Toolbar).  Doing so will bring 
up the Select/Edit Homepage Layout tool shown below: 
 

 
 
Users might want to choose a totally new custom homepage layout by clicking any of 
the 12 page layout icons on the screen above.  
 
Using this icon table, users can select any of 12 possible applet "template" designs for 
the Denali homepage.  Applets are already pre-sized for best fit and appearance ï but 
administrators can resize the individual applet windows later as necessary.  Also ï 
additional applets can be added to these starting layouts as described in the section 
below éAdding an Applet to an Existing Layout. 
 
Finally, administrators can also create and store their own custom applet content by 
clicking the Add / Delete Applets button in the upper right hand corner of the screen. 
Doing so will bring up the Add New Applet form shown below.  Here users can Add/Edit 
a new Denali applet by entering a name and a valid Applet Link / URL.  The 



Administrator might want to add a link to some weather or news site which could then 
be selected for display on the Denali homepage. 
 

 
 
 
Adding an Applet to an Existing Layout  

Administrators can click the Add Applet button  at anytime to add additional 
applets to the current layout (up to a maximum of 9). New applets are always added to 
the pageôs top docking zone. The new applets can then be dragged to a new location 
and re-sized as appropriate.  Also the contents of the new applets can be edited by 

clicking the small  Select Applet Content icon on the upper right hand corner of the 
applet. 
 
Saving Changes to the Homepage Layout 
 
Administrative users will notice a Save button on the top of the homepage which will 
save changes made to the homepage layout by dragging and re-sizing applets.   

 

      
 

There is also a Tabs >Save Changes to Layout menu-item on the homepage top 
Toolbar.            

 



 
 
Changes made to the layout by drag-and-drop and applet re-sizing can be Saved and 
stored.  Once saved, the new layout will remain in effect even when the user leaves 
Denali and returns later.   
 
Beyond the Homepage ï creating additional Homepage ñTabsò 
 
Up to this point we have been discussing the basic Homepage/portal layout.    The 
Denali Homepage is considered the ñbaseò or "top" page for the application. 
Administrators can, however, create and display additional ñTabò pages in the same 
manner as the homepage itself.  These additional Tab pages are then available for a 
one-click display on the homepage top TabStrip.  Shown below is an example where 
the Administrator has created three additional Tabs named Org Portal, Calendar and 
People. 
 

 
 

New Tabs are created by clicking the Tabs > Add or Delete Homepage Tab menu 
items on the homepageôs top Toolbar as shown below. 

 

 
 

Doing so will bring up the Add Homepage Tab screen shown below where layouts can 
be Added from a variety of sources. 

 



 
 

As can be seen on the ñTabsò in the image above ï a user can create a new tab layout 
consisting of individual applets, a URL, an existing Organization Portal, or some rich-
text using the integrated text editor.  

 
Once added, your new tab layouts are displayed for easy access on the top Tab Strip. 
An example is shown here.   
 

 
 
Alternative ñStartò Pages 
 
The Denali ñHomepageò we have been describing above is the default ñstartò page for 
the Denali application.  Administrators can, however, select (for each individual member 
in their member record) one of 2 other alternative ñstartò pages if they chose: 
 

�x The Organization Portal 

�x A Custom Homepage 
 
 
The Organization Portal 
 
When a new Organization is created in Denali ï an Organization Portal page is also 
automatically created. This portal can serve as a convenient summary page for that 
organizationôs news, information, files, calendar, photo gallery etc.  The example portal 
page below is for the Engineering Organization. 
 


