
2.7  Denali Applet Windows and ñDockingò 
 

 

Denaliôs homepage applet windows were discussed briefly in Section 2.6 - 
weôll add some details below.   
 
As initially configured, Denali displays 4 small Applet Windows as a major 

portion of the homepage design.  Each applet window provides a unique bit of content 
to the homepage visitor ï content that is dynamically tied to the Denali database or 
perhaps to some network or Internet resource.  Users would, for instance, see news 
stories that have been posted by others in the ñLatest Newsò applet window.  They 
might also be alerted to Email and other messages by using the ñMessage Centerò 
applet. 

 

 
 

 
Applet windows can best be thought of as ñcontainersò.  These containers are actually 
HTML I-frames that provide a window for the display of web-based content ï content 
specified by a URL or file address. Applet windows are transformed into true applets 
once their properties include a valid URL ï which allows the selected content to be 
displayed in the window. 
 
Multiple applet windows can be arranged on the Denali homepage, allowing the 
Administrator to construct a multi-dimensional portal containing a rich variety of content 
from limitless sources.  
 

Applets can be moved, docked/undocked, resized, minimized, closed and so on. The 

customized homepage layout can be saved to the Denali database and reloaded when 

needed. 

Administrators can customize the layout by re-ordering and re-sizing the various applets 

in the column, header, and footer ñDocking Zonesò using drag-and-drop.  

 

Applet Windows 



Customizing the Homepage Applet Windows 
 
The 4-applet default configuration on the homepage is merely a starting point.  Denali 
Administrators will likely want to customize this design ï adding additional applets, or 
selecting a different layout and perhaps different applet contents.   
 
The starting point for customizing the applet design is usually to click the Portals icon  

 on the homepage Toolbar.  Doing so will bring up the Select/Edit Home Page 
Content panel as shown below. 
 
 

 
 
The first decision concerning the customization will likely be to select the basic layout 
and number of applet windows you would like to display.  To aid in this task ï Denali 
provides 12 pre-designed layouts that you may select from by clicking any of the layout 
ñtemplatesò shown on the layout toolbar below. 
 

 
 
You can for instance select 4 equally sized applet windows for your homepage display 
by clicking the layout template shown above.   If you actually make this selection, you 
will be returned to the Denali homepage where 4 equally sized applet windows will be 
displayed as shown below. 
 



 
 

All you need to do to complete your customization is to use the Applet Window Design 
tool to actually select the ñcontentò of each Applet window. 
 

The specific contents of each applet window can be configured by clicking the small  
Select Applet Content icon on the upper right hand corner of the applet.   
 

 
 

 
Using the Applet Window design tool 
 

Clicking any of the  buttons brings up the Applet Content Editor as shown below. 
 



 
 

 
The Administrator has 5 choices for selecting the ñcontentò on the Applet window: 
1) The Administrator can select the Applet content by clicking on the Applet List tab: 

 

 
 
A drop-down list allows users to select from nearly 50 pre-designed Denali applications. 

 
2) The Enter URL tab: 
 

 
 



Since each applet window is really an HTML ñinline frameò ï users can also enter any 
valid URL into the URL field.  If our Denali application has access to the internet for 
instance we could type http://www.dcasoft.com into the URL field and view the DCASoft 
homepage from within Denali. 
 
 
3) The Text-Editor tab: 
 

 
 
A rich-text editor allows users to enter custom text, images, or links as the Applet 
content. 
 
 
4) The Select a File tab: 
 

 
 

Users can click the Select a File tab to bring up a pop-up file selector to select any 
Denali file in the File Manager for display in the Applet. 
 
5) Finally ï the Administrator can click on the New Gadget tab:  
 

http://www.dcasoft.com/


 
 

Using this tab ï users can select cut-and-paste ñgadgetò or ñwidgetò code from hundreds 
of choices offered on the Internet ï like Google Gadgets for instance. 
 
What exactly is an Applet Window URL ? 
 
Applet URLôs are page addresses that define a page within Denali, or any other valid 
URL address on your intranet or even on the web itself.  Examples of URLôs for Denali 
pages would look like these: 

¶ incnews.aspx 

¶ Quickvu/fileview.aspx 

¶ docs/forms/testform.html 
 
URLôs to Internet web content would be entered by their full http:// address such as: 
 

¶ http://www.Denaliintranet.com 

¶ http://www.foxsuite.com 
 
 
Adding an Applet to an Existing Layout  

Administrators can click the Add Applet button  at anytime to add additional 
applets to the current layout (up to a maximum of 9). New applets are always added to 
the pageôs Header docking zone. The new applets can then be dragged to a new 
location and re-sized as appropriate.  Also the contents of the new applets can be 

selected by clicking the small  Select Applet Content icon on the upper right hand 
corner of the applet. 
 
 
Dragging, re-sizing, and ñdockingò Applets 
 
Applets can be freely moved about the Denali Homepage by clicking and dragging the 
Title Bar handle on each applet as shown below:   
 

http://www.foxsuite.com/


 
 
Applets can be ñdockedò by dragging-and-dropping them into any of the 5 docking 
zones on the page.  When an applet is securely over the docking zone, the zone will 
highlight itself in a manner similar to that shown above. Applets can also be re-sized by 
grabbing the re-size ñhandlesò on the top, bottom, and sides of each applet. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expanding the Applet Window 
Often, Applet windows may be too small to adequately display their full contents.   
When this is the case, the user can simply click the ñexpandò icon on the right of the 
applets Title Bar to expand the applet window to full size. 
 

 
 
Applet ñSkinsò 
 
ñSkinsò are pre-designed ñstyleò attributes which can be applied to applet windows 
giving the Administrator some options for creating different homepage looks.  Applet 
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skins can be selected in the Denali Configuration Panel.  There are 7 skins to choose 
from as shown below - the default is Windows XP. 
 

 
 
 
Adding you own Applet URLôs to the popup list: 
 
Denali comes with about 55 applet URLôs already included in the applet popup list.  You 
can add to the list by including additional Denali pages, web sites, or basically any valid 
URL address.  To do so click the Add/Delete Applets URLS menu item on the 
homepage top Toolbar. 
 

 
 

Here users can Add/Edit a new Denali applet by entering a name and a valid Applet 
Link / URL.  The Administrator might want to add a link to some weather or news site 
which could then be selected for display on the Denali homepage. 
 

 
 



 
Applet Properties ï Title Bars, Scroll Bars and ñAdminò Tabs 
 
Administrators can edit several applet properties that can have a significant effect on 
the appearance and also the functionality of applets.  The following properties can be 
turned on and off ï depending on the look and functionality the administrator would like 
to achieve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Title Bars ï by default, applets have a Title bar at the top which contains a number of 
button icons for content selection, zooming, etc. This Title Bar can be turned ñoffò on the 
homepage toolbar by clicking the Applets>Toggle Applet Title Bars menu item.  The 
choice is ñglobalò and affects all applets. 
 

 
 
 
Scroll Bars ï applets are often too small to display their entire contents.  The default 
behavior is to therefore display scroll-bars which allow the user to scroll the applet 
window for a more complete view.  Scroll-bars do, however, take up space themselves - 
and can be unattractive to some viewers.  Denaliôs solution is to allow Administrators to 
select whether scroll-bars are displayed or not.  The selection is made on the 
homepage toolbar by clicking the Applets>Toggle Applet Scrolling menu item. The 
choice is ñglobalò and affects all applets. 
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Applets with and without scroll-bars 
 

      
 
 
Admin-Tabs ï many Denali applets are configured to display ñAdmin-tabsò which are 
normally visible only to Administrators and provide additional editing functionality. 

 
 

Admin-Tabs 

 
 

 
 
 
Administrators can turn these Admin-tabs on and off (toggle them) by using the Applets 
> Toggle Applet Admin-tabs menu item on the homepage toolbar as shown below. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saving Changes to the Homepage Layout 
 
Administrative users will notice Save a button on the top of the homepage which will 
save changes made to the homepage layout by dragging and re-sizing applets.   

 

      
 

There is also a Tabs >Save Changes to Layout menu-item on the homepage top 
Toolbar.            

 

 
 
Changes made to the layout by drag-and-drop and applet re-sizing can be Saved and 
stored.  Once saved, the new layout will remain in effect even when the user leaves 
Denali and returns later.   
 
 
Beyond the Homepage ï creating additional Homepage ñTabsò 
 
Up to this point we have been discussing the basic Homepage/portal layout.    The 
Denali Homepage is considered the ñbaseò or "top" page for the application. 
Administrators can, however, create and display additional ñTabò pages in the same 
manner as the homepage itself.  These additional Tab pages are then available for a 
one-click display on the homepage top TabStrip.  Shown below is an example where 
the Administrator has created three additional Tabs named Org Portal, Calendar and 
People. 
 

 
 

New Tabs are created by clicking the Tabs > Add or Delete Homepage Tab menu 
items on the homepageôs top Toolbar as shown below. 

 



 
 

Doing so will bring up the Add Tab Layout screen shown below where layouts can be 
Added from a variety of sources. 

 

 
 

As can be seen on the ñTabsò in the image above ï a user can create a new portal 
layout consisting of individual applets, a URL, an existing Organization Portal, or some 
rich-text using the integrated text editor.  

 
Once added, your new tab layouts are displayed for easy access on the top Tab Strip. 
An example is shown here.   
 

 
 
 


